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Welcome to the EFRA Select Committee, we are looking into plastic waste. We are fortunate to have some very good witnesses before us this afternoon. So, starting with Paula, would you just like to introduce yourself briefly for the record, and then Adrian and Susan, please? So, Paula, please?

F	Hi. Thank you very much for inviting me to give evidence today. I’m Paula Chin and I'm Sustainable Materials Specialist at WWF.

Thank you very much. 

M	Thank you. I greatly appreciate the opportunity to be here. My name is Adrian Whyle, I'm the Senior Resource Efficiency Manager with Plastics Europe. 

Thank you very much. And, and Susan, please?

F	I, likewise, it's a privilege to be here. My name’s Susan Evans, I'm a Senior Policy Advisor at Green Alliance, focused on resources.

Begin your corrections and additions below:

S0: Thank you very much. It's like it's very good to have you all here before us because we're just starting. Our inquiry said, uh, very useful evidence sessions. So my first question do you really is a sort of very broad one. How much plastic does the UK produce? Are we seeing any change in the volume and type of plastic waste in the UK produces, So I don't know who would like a stab at that one first. Yes, I'm happy to say yes. So, in total of 3.6 million tonnes of plastic place on the market, 2.29 million tonnes of that are for plastics packaging. Um, we will see some changes with covid with reductions in undergo, uh, plastic articles. You are seeing an increase in plastics recycling. Although there's a lot further to go. Yeah. I mean, have you got any figures on how much through covid? You know, plastic as use has gone up. I mean, it's been essential in some ways, but it's bound to have gone up quite dramatically. I would have thought, hasn't it? Yes. We've seen under global plastics. Packaging has come down, but we've seen increases in other areas. We're just about to conclude a study on this. We'll make that available to you. Barry Turner, speaking later, may have more grand dilatory on those figures. Um, Paula, from not so much the figures mean, what's your sort of overall opinion on the sort of the change in the volume of the types of plastic the UK producers have. You sort of seen particularly interesting points on that?
S1: Yes, certainly. I mean, covid had a massive impact. So at the start of the pandemic, there was quite a big momentum around reuse and it was growing. And then, of course, covid put paid to that. And we saw consumers return to pre packaged goods where previously they were buying into refill and reuse options on those. So which was a bit of shame. But the momentum has picked up again. But of course, as Adrian mentioned, there's a drop off in food service, Um, and of course, different types of waste. Streams of plastic have come on the market now with a lot of PP, for instance, although I am aware of some recycling activities that are going on in PP collections, so that's a really positive sign to so thinking about that.
S0: You know, they are trying to look at sort of reusable PPE as well, aren't they? But I think that's become quite complicated, but it you know, it's understandable to that people you know in a pandemic actually want the sort of thing. See things actually covered in blasting. In a way, it makes some sort of almost feel safer, doesn't it? So how
S1: do we, you know, it's a difficult
S0: question for you. Really? How do we sort of how do we change the sort of people's attitudes really back to looking at the amount of plastic at the moment? I think we're still in the pandemic, aren't we? And I'm just not sure they're quite ready for it, are they? What's your view on that? I
S1: think initially there was some very, very minor evidence of transmission risk. But actually, a study that I read said that the transmission risk was greater on more organic materials such as paper and fabrics as opposed to plastic. So but I think that you've got you've got a struggle between what people perceive might be the situation, as opposed to what the actual situation. So definitely recommendation to do more studies on it, to see transmission on different types of materials and ascertain the actual risk to public health. But of course, my mother is an example of where, actually, if it doesn't come in a rapper. She just doesn't trust it. And you will always have people with that mindset.
S0: Indeed, Yes, Susan, anything you'd like to add on it, really, as far as the
S1: just to add to what Paula said that when we talk about reuse and refill systems that encompasses quite a variety of different systems.
S0: So we might immediately think of taking your own
S1: coffee cup in, um to get refilled. But they're also it's possible to have systems where your whether the cups or the food containers would be owned by the business rather than by the consumer. And then perhaps there could be systems where you could guarantee the safety and hygiene a bit more, but they're not many of them off the ground at the moment, if you could see more support for
S0: that. I know in our last report we did. We were looking at a lot of that type of thing, but at the moment, it's probably not for understandable reasons. It's not so attractive. Um, can I sort of put you in another part of my question? I mean, our last report on plastics found that the government was underestimating how much plastic waste the UK produces. Um And so I mean, what changes would you like to see in how plastic waste is reported? Because you, naturally, some smaller companies and others don't have the report at the moment. What? What? What What would you like to see happen? 
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